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Bryant. The outline of his early life and struggles, his first puttering with the horseless buggy, are too well known to bear repetition here. Ford, like so many American boys, got ahead by quitting jobs rather than by revering them. Almost overnight, from being an obscure mechanic, he became the most famous man in the world. Does anybody remember the inundating cycles of Ford jokes when the Model f first swept the roads?
Ford sued the Chicago Tribune for a million dollars for having called him an "anarchist," and got 60 damages after an elaborate trial; an incident in this was that, trapped in cross examination by smart Tribune lawyers, he didn't know who Benedict Arnold was. He organized the Ford Peace Ship expedition, with which he hoped to stop World War I.3 Indirectly, through the medium of the Dearborn Independent, he waged a long campaign against the Jews; not until 1927, when a reputation for anti-Semitism was cutting into his business gravely, did he publicly recant. He ran for the Senate as a Democrat in 1918, and was only just beaten by Truman Newberry; a generation later, one of his grandsons and a Newberry scion were classmates at Hotchkiss, in Connecticut. Wall Street and the bankers sought to buy into old Henry or break him or get him, and for decade after decade he hated Wall Street, in the conventional western way, hated it more than anything on earth except, maybe, organized labor. When the UAW first sought to organize Ford, he put notices in the pay envelopes warning every worker that unionization was just like Wall Street, "two ends of the same rope," only worse; he has long since come to terms with labor, but his hatred of absentee capital and the financial world of the East is still implacable.
The Ford Motor Company was incorporated on June 16, 1903, with a thousand shares of stock at $150 per share, of which Ford held 255 shares. The Dodge brothers had a hundred shares, and James Couzens, whose career was to be interlocked with Ford for many years, had twenty-five. Couzens started life as a $io-a-week car checker for Michigan Central, I would like very much to know what has happened to a man named Alex Y. Malcomson.4 He too had 255 shares in the original company, an amount equal to Ford's, and he was its first treasurer. It seems that he was a coal dealer, and Couzens was a clerk in his office. Ford must, of course, have bought him out many years ago, as he bought out Couzens. I was unable to find anybody in Detroit who knew anything further about Mr. Malcomson. But it has been calculated
3 Not many will recall that William C. Bullitt, who many years later became ambassador to Soviet Russia and France, was a member of this party.
4 A 1,075 page handbook, Report on the Motor Vehicle Industry, prepared by the Federal Trade Commission, is f the indispensable source for almost all details of this kind about the automobile industry.